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colonist populations in America and 
Canada as a prayer for good harvests 
and military victories; moreover, in 
America, Thanksgiving is modeled off 
of a dinner of peace and reconciliation 
between the Natives and the Pilgrims, 
dating back to 1621, according to Bri-
tanica. Also according to Britanica, 
every year, Americans and Canadians, 
as well as those in Grenada, St. Lucia, 
and Liberia, celebrate Thanksgiving on 
the third Thursday of the month of No-
vember. Thanksgiving has been such 
a long lasting tradition in America, so 
why has Milton decided to switch the 
name to “Fall” break? While the facts 
stated previously might make the deci-
sion seem unjustified, there are plenty 
of reasons for the change in name.
 I reached out to Mr. Bland for 
a response, and I conducted an inter-
view with him. I asked 5 questions 
about the decision making process. He 
replied “the decision wasn’t intentional 

 After months of essays, tests, 
and assignments, we finally received a 
full week of time off—the very much 
needed Fall Break of 2022; however, 
did you notice that I used “Fall” break 
instead of “Thanksgiving” break? 
Well, this year is the first year where 
Milton has officially changed the name 
of the break in late November, tradi-
tionally recognized for the celebration 
of the American holiday, Thanksgiv-
ing. Thanksgiving started within the 
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Gotcha: Every-
one’s Favorite 
Bloodbath
CALLUM HEGERATY ‘25

MAX DONOVAN‘25

 Ah, the sweet sights of mud 
week: cross country runners reaching 
PR pace across the quad, “friends” 
forfeiting fellow students’ schedules to 
the highest bidder, and middle school-
ers petrified of being trampled by 
sprinting upperclassmen. A staple of 
every school year, Milton Academy’s 
very own Gotcha Game commenced 
this week, and, before dissecting all of 
this edition’s drama, action, and scan-
dals, we must first take a step back and 
consider the game’s history.
 Over 20 years ago, the head 
monitors first unveiled a tagging game 
dubbed “Gotcha,” originally entail-
ing students’ running all across cam-
pus with slips of paper that contained 
the name and class of their target. If 
tagged, you simply gave your note to 
the person who tagged you so they 
could start hunting their next victim. 
Unfortunately, though, the students 
whom the school entrusted with that 
magical slip of paper were the same 
ones who couldn’t last a day with-
out the Schoology calendar to dictate 
their life, so papers got lost, and of-
ten. Moreover, what was to stop stu-
dents from simply swapping papers 
with their friends to get an easier tar-
get? Gotcha had become too much of 
a hassle, so the game quickly evolved 
and started using email. Yet this un-
wieldy, slow system still left much to 
be desired, so, in 2014, James Little 
‘15 introduced an official website that 
drastically transformed Gotcha into a 
game resembling the rapidly paced, 
thrilling one we know today. This 
year, Milton’s own Programming club 
has upgraded Gotcha even further with 
their new smartphone app. Joey Mus-
salli ‘25, a member, says that the club 
wanted to make “an easy interface for 
people to use” and also provide all of 
the statistics with “a clean design” to 
kindle the utmost action and shenani-
gans. The club also has some exciting 
plans for the future, including “some 
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The Transcript Discrepancy
 Milton Academy has a 
long history as one of the most 
prestigious boarding schools 
in New England, and it doesn’t 
seem like that reputation will be 
slipping anytime soon. We con-
tinue to send our seniors to great 
colleges and provide our stu-
dents with unique opportunities. 
With a full boarding tuition of 
$64,800, parents don’t send their 
children here for a breezy high 
school experience—they want 
them to be pushed to improve in-
tellectually. College admissions 
are tough, and parents eye Milton 
as an institution that will prepare 
their kids well. But is Milton as 
demanding an institution as its 
reputation would imply?
 For most of us, the answer 
is simple, illustrated by the copi-
ous amount of caffeine we ingest 
and the fruitless all-nighters we 
pull. It’s more than evident that 
we as a student body are under a 
tremendous amount of pressure, 
for the most part. A select few of 
us, beneficiaries of the random 
registrar system and sheer, dumb 
luck, have it relatively easy.
 Between different de-
partments, grading scales can 
vary greatly. A look at Milton’s 
2022-23 college profile reveals 
that there’s a significantly higher 

proportion of grades below A- in 
Junior English classes compared 
to other classes (with the notable 
exception of U.S. History, a class 
known around campus for its dif-
ficulty, and regular Biology).
 Even the English depart-
ment by itself has obvious grade 
discrepancies. Grading essays is 
a naturally subjective process, 
and Milton’s lack of a uniform 
curriculum provides students a 
more unique experience and al-
lows teachers to teach in a more 
specified way. However, more va-
riety in content and teaching also 
means more variety in grades. At 
the end of the day, some teachers 
will simply be harder than others: 
an A+ for one person will require 
much more effort than an A- for 
another. While these students’ 
skill levels and effort levels 
could be the same level, there’s a 
league of difference between the 
students’ transcripts. College ad-
missions officers don’t have the 
time to research the intricacies of 
each Milton section—the tran-
script gives a grade, and they’ll 
take that at face value.
 However, English isn’t 
the only department with a wide 
range of teaching styles. Some 
math teachers, for example, don’t 
believe in tests, and students are 

given all but free As. In other sec-
tions of the same class, students 
can find themselves spending 
hours studying for quizzes and 
exams and writing hard problem 
sets. The language department 
sees a similar discrepancy. Last 
spring semester, some Spanish 
classes watched three movies 
during class time. Others saw 
students working into the night 
to finish their Spanish readings 
and complete her projects and 
presentations. Teachers’ style 
differences in no way express 
that one of us has a better grasp 
of the language than the other, 
but a transcript does.
 The lack of uniformi-
ty among sections of the same 
course provides in no way the 
equity Milton strives to achieve, 
and a system in which some stu-
dents are struggling to keep up 
with their peers through no fault 
but that of the random class se-
lection system will never be fair. 
Until we have a greater degree of 
communication throughout each 
department surrounding the ex-
pectations and requirements of 
each student, our transcripts will 
never quite be an accurate por-
trayal of our Milton education.
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Fall Break
Continued from Page 1

but rather made sense.” Over the past 
several years, Milton has shifted away 
from holiday named breaks. We have 
a summer break, spring break, and a 
relatively new winter break (formerly 
Christmas Break). His response sum-
marized the point of consistency, and 
how having one break named after a 
holiday and the other three named sea-
sonally illustrates inconsistency. With 
this information in mind, the “Admin-
istrative team of the school” who look 
over the school as well as any school 
wide changes decided to initiate the 
name chang effective this year. When 
I questioned why the name change 
became a visible option this year, Mr. 
Bland replied that no one event influ-
enced the change of name, but rather 
the desire to be consistent. He also re-
sponded that as new faculty and staff 
members are brought into the Milton 
community, they can influence change 
by questioning long-standing consis-
tencies which more veteran members 
of Milton can’t see the significance of. 
Mr. Bland also acknowledged that the 
decision process occurred relatively 
quickly, and that the issue of a name 
change was not on the map before last 
year. 
 The last question I asked Mr. 
Bland related with Milton’s DEIJ 
commitment and message. Mr. Bland 
stated that the main reason for the 
name change with the DEIJ is to be 
conscious that not everyone celebrates 
Thanksgiving, a factor which ulti-
mately was a factor in the decision to 
change the name of the break away 
from Thanksgiving. 
First of all, Thanksgiving is not a 
worldwide holiday, as it is celebrat-
ed in only five countries across the 
globe. Milton has a large internation-
al student body, around 15%, many 
of whom don’t celebrate the largely 
American and Canadian holiday. So, 
when they arrive back home, they’re 
not celebrating Thanksgiving, gorging 
themselves with turkey and mash po-
tatoes, but rather enjoying time with 
family and friends whom they haven’t 
seen in months. With such an interna-
tional student body, the institution of 
Milton Academy must adhere to in-
ternational cultures and traditions, not 
only the ones here in the United States. 
Some examples of Milton’s increasing 

openness to international cultures in-
clude the open celebrations of interna-
tional holidays, as well as international 
affinity spaces and clubs. 
While Mr. Bland didn’t mention any-
thing about the Native - colonizer his-
tory and relationship, the relations be-
tween the two weren’t friendly forever. 
Peace between the Wamponoag and 
Pilgrims did last for about a decade or 
so after the first Thanksgiving, but af-
ter, conflict begun to arise between the 
two groups, leading to eventual Native 
devastation and many unjustifiable 
acts of violence and torture.
 Overall, the name change to 
“Fall Break” symbolizes consisten-
cy and Milton’s underlying message 
of inclusivity. While the change from 
Thanksgiving to Fall Break may seem 
like a relatively insignificant change 
in most people’s eyes, hopefully com-
munity members can become more in-
formed on our nation’s history, as well 

Gotcha
Continued from Page 1

form of power-ups” for players.
 Although the app certainly 
helped clarify the stakes of each tag 
and tag out, Gotcha has been a breed-
ing ground for drama ever since its 
first running. As we reflect on this 
year’s controversy, let us not forget all 
of the drama and action that last year’s 
running of the game created. 
Jack Truesdale ‘23 began mud week of 
2021 with one goal on his mind: victo-
ry.   His relatively open 
schedule that week allowed for optimal 
prey-hunting time in the large gaps 
between classes, and he made sure to 
optimize every minute of the day. He 
carefully strategized each tag, includ-
ing his standoff on Tuesday of Gotcha 
week when he inconspicuously waited 
for Axel Portnoy ‘25 to finish his en-
tire lunch in Forbes Dining Hall (a safe 
zone) before tagging him at the exact 
moment he stepped outside.
 However, tagging other targets 
isn’t the sole objective of Gotcha: one 
must also avoid getting tagged out. 
Throughout the whole week last year, 
Jack Truesdale was evading capture, 
carefully sneaking from class to class 
trying not to be noticed by his hunter, 
even though this task became extreme-
ly difficult as his name made a home 
at the top of the leaderboard and Jack 
became Milton Academy’s most want-

ed man for a few days. On Wednes-
day afternoon, the instagram account 
“peopleoftheacad” leaked his schedule 
to the whole student body, and a crowd 
gathered the next day in front of Jack’s 
English classroom. According to his 
schedule, he should have arrived at 
English class at that time, but he was 
nowhere to be found. As it turned out, 
on Wednesday night, Jack had emailed 
his English teacher, pleading him to 
let Jack arrive to class ten minutes late 
because of his colossal risk of getting 
tagged. His teacher eventually agreed, 
and Jack entered the classroom safely 
after the crowd had dispersed to reach 
their own commitments during that 
period.
 Ultimately, despite Jack 
Truesdale’s best efforts, it was Sarah 
George ‘22 who claimed the annual-
ly-awarded Gotcha T-Shirt after some 
stark controversy, including barging 
into an English lesson to tag a target 
and some unconfirmed allegations of 
paying for schedules. The head moni-
tors nonetheless pronounced her win-
ner after indicating in their speech that 
they had conducted an “investigation” 
and could confidently say she deserved 
to be crowned champion.
Some of these tales, however, do high-
light what a massive disruption Got-
cha is to regular school. Many teachers 
frown upon it as a silly game that de-
tracts from learning, but the disruptive 
tradition is too adored by students for 
the administration to have any hope of 
ever discontinuing it. 
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Recent Developments Surrounding 
Ukraine

KEVIN FARMER ‘24

ABC.NEWS

 Nine months after Russia 
launched its invasion of Ukraine, the 
world faces questions about how differ-
ent nations address the conflict and how 
the invasion impacts everyone else. Cur-
rently, four regions of Ukraine–Luhansk, 
Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson–are 
under partial or nearly complete Russian 
control. As Ukrainian forces continue to 
advance to the south, Russia is preparing 
for defensive positions across the Kher-
son region after evacuating the residents. 
Back in 2014, Russia invaded and annexed 
Ukraine’s southern peninsular region of 
Crimea. Though bad weather holds back 
Ukrainian counter attacks in Kherson, 
their forces have made smaller gains in the 
east. Amidst the fighting, Ukrainians will 
continue to endure more atrocities and 
trials in the coming months; as such, the 
rest of the world is making decisions about 
how to address the conflict as they face its 
impact on the global supply chains. 
 Recently, the foreign ministers of 
France, the United Kingdom, and the Unit-
ed States released a joint statement, reiter-
ating their “steadfast support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity in the 
face of Russia’s ongoing aggression. We 

remain committed to continue supporting 
Ukraine’s efforts to defend its territory 
for as long as it takes.” Additionally, they 
expressed their dedication to “security, 
economic, and humanitarian assistance in 
the face of President Putin’s brutal war of 
aggression.” According to the Department 
of Defense, the US has committed $18.2 
billion in security assistance to Ukraine 
since January 2021. At the same time, the 
G-7 minister backed support for Ukraine. 
They plan to implement additional punish-
ments to the Kremlin, setting a price cap 
for Russian oil for example, and they also 
pledged to help Kyiv and other war-affect-
ed countries by rebuilding food and energy 
infrastructure. 
 At the same time, Iranian-made 
drones have been dive bombing Kyiv. 
However, according to AP, Iran’s foreign 
minister Amirabdollahian insisted that 
“[they] gave a limited number of drones 
to Russia months before the Ukraine war.” 
While Iran tends to boast of its drone sales 
to global powers, Amirabdollahian asserts 
that Iran remains committed to stopping 
the conflict, saying that “If it is proven to us 
that Russia used Iranian drones in the war 
against Ukraine, we will not be indifferent 

to this issue.” 
 The international response to 
the war overlaps with the war’s impact 
on the global supply chain. Specifically, 
Ukraine’s exportation of grain and sun-
flower oil which account for about 10% 
and 50% of global exports, respectively, 
have been impeded by the war as its vital 
ports are blocked. 
 As Ukraine continues to endure 
and push back against Russian aggression, 
other nations, neighboring or far, grap-
ple with the extent to which they should 
involve themselves with the war. Many 
countries are publicly denouncing Rus-
sia’s invasion but some believe they have 
not done enough to help support Ukraine. 
For example, according to the New York 
Times, the US has sent hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in military aid “to stand 
behind the Ukrainian people.” Addition-
ally, the US government, too, sanctioned 
many banks, chain brands, businesses, 
and major industrial military firms. Thus, 
though the US has claimed to not inter-
fere with the Russia-Ukraine war, the US 
has taken action that indirectly influences 
Russia’s economy. 
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 As more and more teach-
ers report the problem of poor 
attendance, missing/late home-
work, and failed exams, a new 
crisis has come to the rise: stu-
dent disengagement. As a result 
of the pandemic, both teaching 
and learning have been raised to 
a more difficult level, therefore 
many teachers have adopted a 
more relaxed course structure in 
response to the situation. This has 
become one of the major causes of 
student disengagement and many 
have expressed concerns about 
the current circumstance. In my 
opinion, I believe that student dis-
engagement should be concerning 
because it negatively affects one’s 
education, the situation will wors-
en as time progresses, and society 
as a whole will be in danger. 
          Student disnengagement 
leads to distracted students and 
an overall idle class environment 
which directly hinders the learn-
ing of a child and therefore their 
future earnings. A positive learn-
ing environment and fruitful dis-
cussions with peers are both es-
sential factors of learning, yet if 
students do not engage in class 
neither of these aspects will be 
achieved. With a lack of proper 
education, the future earnings of 
these students are going to drop 
drastically. A recent study indi-
cates that children will lose on av-
erage £40,000 in lifetime earnings 
due to the pandemic. In total, this 
amounts for 350 billion pounds 
which is nearly four times the gov-
ernment’s budget for education 
per year. Finding jobs as a whole 
might also be a problem for those 
that do not have a college degree. 

Hence, people should be worried 
about the problem of student dis-
engagement as it would seriously 
affect one’s future earnings.
 Moreover, the problem 
with student disengagement is go-
ing to deteriorate quickly, with no 
signs of stopping. As the number 
of students who detach themselves 
from learning increases, the situa-
tion is simply going to get worse 
with people jumping on the band-
wagon. Peers are often the peo-
ple who would influence one the 
most, so when one sees that their 
classmates aren’t involving them-
selves in class, they are likely to 
do so as well. Even if there is only 
a small minority of students who 
are disengaged, this state is going 
to spread to more people and the 
effect will skyrocket. Not to men-
tion there are already millions of 
students that are showing signs of 
disengagement. In addition, even 
after students returned back on 
campus, their performances re-
mained low. This proves that then 
the crisis of student disengage-
ment will continue and only wors-
en in the future, pushing those 
deleterious effects on more peo-
ple. 
 With large numbers of stu-
dents either dropping school as a 
whole or not focusing in class, the 
future society looks despondent 
for the educational industry. The 
college industry is worth $562 
billion in the US currently. How-
ever, if many choose to not attend 
college in the future, the need for 
such an industry decreases, lead-
ing to great economic shrinkage. 
The future of colleges is likely to 
become affordable and more de-
mocratized. For example, MBAs 
cost $200,000 per year where-
as online alternatives only costs 
$800 per year. All such factors 
add up to cause great industry 
falls. Thus, the best solution that 
we can grasp would be to funda-
mentally stop the problem by tak-
ing student disengagement as an 
immediate concern.
 In conclusion, student dis-
engagement should be a problem 
that is of great importance to ev-
eryone as it impedes the learning 
of students whilst having a broad 
range of influence, and stops soci-
ety from being able to progress in 
the future.

TERESA LI ‘26

Studen Disen-
gagement: A 
Problem That 
Needs to be 
Addressed 

Is a Divided 
Government 
Good for 
the United 
States?

 When I hear the term “di-
vided government,” the United 
States comes to mind. In the US, 
the government is separated into 
three branches: the executive, ju-
dicial, and legislative, and each 
branch is divided into two main 
political parties, the Democrats 
and the Republicans. A divided 
government occurs when the ex-
ecutive branch or the president 
follows one political party, and 
the legislative branch (House of 
Representatives and Senate) fol-
lows another. 
 As midterm elections are 
currently going on, the House 
of Representatives is predicted 
to have a Republican majority, 
while the Senate will favor either 
democrats or republicans. This 
will make a difference because 
the legislative branch will either 
be split or favor the Republicans, 
while the executive branch will 
be democratic, depending on the 
outcome of Nevada and Georgia. 
There are advantages and disad-
vantages, but I believe that a split 
government is unsuitable for the 
US because it prevents the intro-
duction of new policies and re-
form.
 For example, the student 
loan bill created in the summer of 
2022 by President Biden to dis-
charge certain student loans has 
yet to be passed because of a Su-
preme court blockage. Not only 
does this affect us, future college 
students, but also the 42.8 million 
students who are already in debt.
 For nstance of a split gov-
ernment in the US was in 1993, 
during the Clinton administration. 

ROHAN SHAH ‘26
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Congress wanted to pass healthcare 
reform, but President Clinton denied 
this bill twice, citing his focus on 
the economy and budget instead of 
healthcare. As a result, many fami-
lies in the US are still in debt, and 
thousands more families are still 
battling to pay their medical bills. 
This might surprise others, but de-
nying healthcare was a Republican 
idea, while Clinton was democratic. 
The reasoning behind this was that 
the ideology of each party changed 
as the years passed by. 
However, there are still advantag-
es to having a divided government. 
Separations encourage the policing 
of those in power and limit spend-
ing and the expansion of undesir-
able laws. This ensures that every 
policy passed is supported by both 
parties and their supporters. For 
instance, the CARES act (created 
on March 24, 2020 by President 
Trump), providing economic as-
sistance to American workers and 
families during COVID-19, was 
passed during a split government. 
It showed to be effective in helping 
the community and spreading relief.
In conclusion, a divided government 
has both its pros and cons. Due to 
the nature of political parties, in the 
US, a split government comes and 
goes. We will likely see a divided 
government during this election cy-
cle, but I think that this is not ideal 
because it prevents the enactment of 
necessary policies and reforms.

Book Rec-
ommenda-
tions
 I’ve observed that when 
students pass a certain age, many 
stop reading for enjoyment (myself 
included). At a certain point in my 
life, I came to the disappointing 
realization that I never had a rea-
son to pick up a novel besides for 
school; I no longer read for myself. 
Hence, one of my new year resolu-
tions this year was to pick up read-
ing again. Almost 365 days after 
setting this goal, I’m proud to say 

that I’ve begun to find my love for 
reading again. Here are a few books 
that helped remind me that good 
literature doesn’t always have to be 
incredibly dense or tiring.

Tuesdays with Morrie 
by Mitch Albom
 In less than 200 pages, 
Mitch Albom’s breakout mem-
oir lays out the true story of the 
author’s life-changing lessons 
with his dying professor, Morrie 
Schwartz. When Mitch discovered 
that Morrie was in the last stage of 
his life, he decided to visit Morrie 
once a week; for sixteen Tuesdays, 
the two exchange life lessons about 
forgiveness, perseverance, and 
love. Since its publishing, “Tues-
days with Morrie” has sold nearly 
18 million copies globally and has 
been translated into 48 languages. 
This read is a great choice for feel-
good, light reading; the simplicity 
of Albom’s storytelling feels hon-
est and almost conversational. The 
wonderful anecdotes and gentle 
humor allow the novel to remain 
lighthearted even when approach-
ing heavy topics. Though there are 
moments when the book preaches 
too much, Tuesdays with Morrie is 
sure to bring a tear to your eye and 
leave you touched by its relentless 
optimism and wit. 

The Memory Police 
by Yoko Ogawa
 The Memory Police is a sci-
ence fiction novel about an island 
where everyday objects, such as 
maps, calendars, or flowers, inevi-
tably begin to lose meaning. For ex-
ample, the unnamed narrator awak-
ens one day to find herself unable to 
recognize birds, despite being able 
to recall many meaningful memo-
ries associated with the creatures. 
As the residents of the island watch 
flocks of “little brown creatures” 
disappear into the horizon, this dis-
appearance isn’t able to elicit any 
feeling in them at all. As each ob-
ject disappears, so do the layers of 
personal meaning that they used to 
conjure in each resident; gradual-
ly, the identity of each resident be-
comes translucent. 
There is an excitingly sinister air 
that permeates the novel; simulta-

neously, its vulnerable, patient 
depictions are surprisingly com-
forting. Though the science-fic-
tion genre definitely isn’t known 
for being light reading, Ogawa’s 
effortless writing helps make this 
novel a lot less dense than most 
other science fiction works. That 
being said, the straightforward-
ness of Ogawa’s writing does not 
detract from its precision and flu-
idity. Admittedly, the novel starts 
off slow. However, the story 
burns well; the force of its ending 
is both startling and consoling. 

The Woman in the Window 
by A. J. Finn
 This #1 Bestseller is an 
unsettling psychological thriller 
that keeps the reader engaged to 
the end. Anna Fox is a solitary 
psychologist who confines her-
self to her home, spending the 
day away with bottles of wine, 
old movies, online chess, and 
neighborhood spying. Anna’s 
perception of reality begins to 
spiral when she witnesses a hor-
rific act of violence that no one 
except herself seems to have no-
ticed. The Woman in the Window 
has received extraordinary praise 
from notable figures such as Gil-
lian Flynn (Gone Girl) and Ste-
phen King. The latter exclaimed 
in a New York Times interview: 
“The Woman in the Window is 
one of those rare books that really 
is unputdownable.” 
 The Woman in the Win-
dow moves slowly at first; howev-
er, the initial lack of clear answers 
helps build an absorbing atmo-
sphere of mystery. Though the 
book is long, reaching 496 pages 
and 100 chapters, it reads quickly, 
consisting mostly of dialogue and 
brisk writing. What truly draws 
the reader in is the narrator’s 
unrelatability; as Anna’s percep-
tions of reality begin to collapse 
and conflict, readers start to ask 
questions: is anything the way it 
appears to be? 

KAILIN SHI ‘25
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 “Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley, 
“Potential Breakup Song” by Aly & AJ, 
“Dreams” by Fleetwood Mac, “Hayloft” 
by Mother Mother, and perhaps the most 
popular “Running Up That Hill (A Deal 
with God)” by Kate Bush—these songs 
all have one thing in common: they all 
rose to fame through TikTok despite 
being released many years ago. Being 
one of the most downloaded apps in the 
world, TikTok has undoubtedly given 
fame to not only new artists but also old 
ones. 
 For example, I think “Bad Hab-
it” by Steve Lacy is a phenomenal song 
with a groovy and catchy beat. However, 
that said, at his most recent concert, a 
crowd of 10,000 people could only sing 
one line back to him: “I bite my tongue; 
it’s a bad habit.” Despite driving these 
songs up to the charts, TikTok has not 
only ruined the creation of music but has 
also devalued the appreciation of exist-
ing work.
 Over the past two or three years, 
especially amid the lockdown, Tiktok 
has risen to fame and regained its title 
as the “No. 1 platform that drives [lis-
teners] to stream.” according to CNBC. 

As a stepping stone for underground and 
upcoming artists, TikTok has become es-
sential for promotional reasons—radio 
stations have become all but obsolete in a 
world that allows listeners to voluntarily 
hear a song 40 times a day without realiz-
ing it—even if audiences end up hearing 
only the chorus.
 However, Tiktok being the ve-
hicle that drives modern songs to popu-
larization has resulted in a change in eco-
nomic interest for music and art labels, 
thereby creating new creative pressures 
on emerging artists. The platform is favor-
able for those with short attention spans, 
who lose interest after a give or take of 10 
seconds, but for that reason, the structural 
focus of songs has shifted from one that 
heavily foregrounds the build-up of full 
comprehensive songs to one that focuses 
on constructing a 20-second clip that can 
constantly be replayed. 
 Oftentimes, after repeatedly 
hearing a catchy phrase on Tiktok, us-
ers are still wholly unable to put a face 
or name to the song. Even when they go 
the extra mile to hear the unedited and 
authentic version of the song, viewers 
are left disappointed, as their predeter-

Symptoms of the TikTok Disease on 
the Music Industry

mined perceptions don’t nearly meet their 
expectations. On the other hand, due to 
the unpredictable Tiktok algorithm and 
time restrictions, artists have started 
putting more work towards writing the 
catchy melody than they do on the actual 
crux and depth of the song. It makes one 
wonder if we could have a “Stairway to 
Heaven” or “Bohemian Rhapsody” today 
– multi-phased songs which tell their sto-
ries over 5+ minutes. Even “Sicko Mode,” 
from just a few years ago, goes down as 
a relic from the pre-TikTok era with its 
sheer lack of repetition.
 In doing so, songs become mere 
ploys to reach maximum economic gain 
and lose the sense of enjoyment and nos-
talgia frequently associated with the mu-
sic industry.

JIA MITTAL ‘24
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 Last Saturday, the Hous-
ton Astros went 4-1 against the 
Philadelphia Phillies to win the 
2022 World Series in only six 
games, earning their second 
championship title. The entire 
Greater Houston area received 
a day off from school as a 
crowd of more than 1 million 
fans attended the festive victory 
parade last Monday. However, 
could their untainted win this 
year possibly redeem their foul 
reputation from years past? 
 The Houston Astros 
won their first World Series in 
2017 against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, only to be exposed 
for cheating. Sign-stealing, 
relaying to a base runner the 
signs being given by the op-
posing catcher to the pitcher 
or the coach, has always been 
common in baseball through 
legal and illegal methods. In the 
2017 Finals, the Astros were 
caught using cameras, monitors, 
and phones to steal the signals 
given by the opposing catch-
er, relaying the signals to the 
batter through various methods, 
including banging on trash cans 

became the first rookie to win the 
World Series MVP title and the 
ninth player to win both Cham-
pionship MVP and World Series 
MVP in the same year. Addition-
ally, two players were awarded 
the Silver Slugger award, José 
Altuve and Yordan Alvarez. This 
award was Altuve’s sixth Silver 
Slugger; he won 5 consecutive 
times from 2014 to 2018 and is a 
three-time batting champion. Yor-
dan Alvarez hit a 450-foot home 
run in the sixth inning, securing 
the championship with a 3-run 
home run. The lucky fan who 
caught the home run ball refused 
a $100,000 dollar offer for it. 
 The Astros’ reputation will 
always be stained by the 2017 
scandal, even after huge changes 
to their cast. While multiple news 
outlets claim that the 2022 Astros 
have become the “MLB standard 
for redemption”, Astros haters 
will forever accuse the team of 
cheating. Despite their mistakes, 
Houston’s clean win is evidence 
that they are moving in the right 
direction as a franchise.

in specific rhythms. The MLB 
allowed the Astros to keep their 
championship, but the Astros 
lost some draft picks and had 
to fire three managers for their 
involvement. Only five mem-
bers from the 2017 team remain 
on the Astros today. The scan-
dal was well known by all fans, 
whether it be those who do or 
do not watch baseball, and the 
reputation of the Astros tanked 
due to their feeble apology and 
weak punishment.
 The Astros had an amaz-
ing lineup this year, including 
Jose Altuve (2B), Jeremy Pena 
(SS), Yordan Alvarez (LF), 
Alex Bregman (3B), Kyle 
Tucker (RF), Christian Vazquez 
(DH), Trey Mancini (1B), Chas 
McCormick (CF), and Martin 
Maldonado (C). The team was 
led by 73-year-old Dusty Baker, 
who became the oldest manager 
to win the World Series. Prior 
to their win, Baker was known 
for being the major leaguer with 
the most games won without 
managing a World Champion. 
Jeremy Peña, the new shortstop 
who replaced Carlos Correa, 

VALERIE GU ‘25

The Astros Win the World Series 
(For Real This Time?)
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